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Housing for all:
, a call for a renewed European ambition A @

We,

Mayors and metropolises, and representatives of European cities,
FEANTSA,
Housing Europe,

The URBAN Intergroup,

Call all on the EU institutions to put access to adequate and affordable housing at the heart of
the priorities of the next mandate of the European Parliament and the European Commission.

The housing crisis affects the lives of many European citizens and obstructs progress on at
least 3 European policy priorities:

- Employment
- Social inclusion
— Democracy

First of all, the economic recovery and the possibility of achieving “full employment’ in Europe are
hampered by the lack of affordable housing close to employment areas. Frontline workers, provi-
ding services that are essential for our society to function properly — social workers, nurses, cashiers,
cleaners, public transport drivers, social service workers, etc. — can no longer access housing in our
cities. The price of housing, whether rented or purchased, is pushing the less well-off workers, who
often have working hours and patterns that require proximity between home and work, further away.
We are all faced with recruitment difficulties because the price of housing is disconnected from the

income level of a growing proportion of job seekers. Every year, this problem affects more and more
of the middle class workers too.

The lack of affordable housing in cities is in part due to the fact that housing is also seen as a lu-
crative investment for financial markets. Cities are trying to regulate the land and property markets
to tackle speculation that aggravates existing dynamics of exclusion. However they are confronted
with a lack of power to achieve this. They do not have the necessary regulatory and financial tools to
counteract mechanisms playing out on a completely different scale.



The European Union must support cities in regulating the housing market,
which as a common good cannot be assimilated to an investment.

We cities are convinced of the challenge and are deploying actions to combat rising housing prices:
rent control, tax on vacant dwellings, limitation of short term tourist accommodation, even expropria-
tion of institutional landlords. But the speculative investments pressure into the real estate market are
driving up housing prices and reducing their accessibility for citizens, while policies to support the
income of renting households ensure stable returns for investors.

All European metropolises are facing the problem of unaffordable housing. More and more people
are being relegated to the outskirts of cities. The poorest and most vulnerable are excluded and
experience homelessness.

We call for a social Europe.

The fight against homelessness is a key issue in preserving social cohesion. The launch of the Euro-
pean Platform on Combatting Homelessness is a first step. We must now give it the means to achieve
the objective declared in Lisbon of eradicating homelessness in Europe by 2030. From this perspec-
tive, the deployment of Housing First and housing-led solutions for homeless people is the right way
forward. Therefore reinforcing the supply of affordable housing and support services is necessary. In
addition to supply, access for the most vulnerable must be ensured. The territories and in particular
the cities, as the relevant level of implementation, must be supported in their actions.

The housing crisis highlights the democratic challenges we are experiencing. Access to decent and
affordable housing is a fundamental right, essential for human development and fulfilment. Cities
want to regain their capacity to intervene to ensure that everyone has access to it. Cities are ready
to devote significant resources and innovative capacities to this, but they cannot meet this challenge
alone. The European Union must be at their side in a direct dialogue.

With this declaration we recall that housing is a human right and that the
European Union has an essential role to play.

Four areas appear particularly fundamental:
= by regulating the intervention of private investors in housing,
- by regulating the housing market avoiding speculation through rent control laws,

= by putting together a “Next Housing EU plan” to support investments for affordable social
housing providers throughout Europe and for the operating needs to provide support
services to people,

— by promoting the only way to eradicate homelessness: the provision of self-contained
housing and adequate support services, regardless of people’s circumstances.
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Signatories

Lyon Metropole

City of Barcelona

Metfopolis of Lyon

Renaud PAYRE,
Lyon Metropole Vice-president in charge of Housing, Social
Housing and Urban Policy

-4

Sonia FUERTES,
Barcelona Social Action Commissioner

City of Milan

City of Dublin

s [l

Pierfrancesco MARAN,
Milan Deputy Mayor for Housing and Neighbourhood Planning

Hin-G95)

Alison GILLILAND,
Dublin City Councillor

City of Bratislava

City of Paris

Lenka ANTALOVA PLAVUCHOVA,
Bratislava Deputy-Mayor in charge of city public housing and
social policies

lan BROSSAT,
Deputy Mayor of Paris in charge of housing, emergency
accommodation and refugee protection

Housing Europe
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President of Housing Europe

FEANTSA

Freek SPINNEWIJN,
FEANTSA Director
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URBAN Intergroup

City of Turin

\ %\/

Jan OLBRYCHT,
President of the URBAN Intergroup

Stefano LO RUSSO,
Mayor of Turin

City of Ghent

Tine Heyse Rudy Coddens
Deputy Mayar af the Enviranment, Deputy Mayor of Social Pélicy,
Climate and Housing Poverty Counteral . Health, Care,

Senior Citizens#Dlicy and Finances

Tine HEYSE,
Deputy Mayor of the Environment, Climate and Housing
Rudy CODDENS,

Deputy Mayor of Social Policy, Poverty Counteraction, Health, Care,

Senior Citizens Policy and Finances

City of Cergy-Pontoise
Jean-Paul JEANDON,

2
,-/-
Mayor of Cergy

President of Cergy-Pontoise urban conglomeration

Clermont Auvergne Metropole

City of Grenoble

A

Olivier BIANCHI,

President of Clermont Auvergne Métropole
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Eric PIOLLE,

Mayor of Grenoble

City of Poitiers

Vincent GATEL,
Deputy-Mayor of Poitiers

City of Riga

Vilnis KIRSIS,
Mayor of Riga
Chairman of the Riga City Council
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Basque government

IGNACIO DE LA Firmado digitalments
PUERTA RUEDA por IGMACIO DE LA

PUERTA RUEDA -
- 149427898 149427898

Ignacio de la PUERTA RUEDA,
Director for territorial Planning and Urban Agenda

Rennes Metropole

Nathalie APPERE,
President of Rennes Metropole

City of Villeurbanne

Cédric VAN STYVENDAEL,
Mayor of Villeurbanne

City of Rouen and
Rouen Normandie Metropole

Nicolas MAYER-ROSSIGNOL,
Mayor of Rouen
President of Rouen Normandie Metropole

City of Rennes

Nathalie APPERE,
Mayor of Rennes

Lille Metropole
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Anne VOITURIEZ,
Vice-President of the European Metropole of Lille, in charge of
housing and habitat

City of Nuremberg

Marcus KONIG,
Mayor of Nuremberg

City of Frankfurt

Ik

Deputy Mayor - Frankfurt on the Main
Head of Department of Social Affairs and Health
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City of Bruges

METREX
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Dirk DE FAUW,
Mayor of Bruges

Henk J.M. BOUWMAN,
President of METREX

The Left

City of Brussels

g&&ﬁﬂg W

Martin SCHIRDEWAN and Martine AUBRY,
Co-Chair The Left in the European Parliament
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Lydia MUTYEBELE,
Alderwoman of the City of Brussels

City of Hanover

City of Vilnius

Belit ONAY,
Mayor of Hanover

SIMONA BIELIONE

Simona BIELIUNE,
Deputy Mayor of Vilnius City

DEPUTY MAYOR OF VILNIUS CITY

City of Annecy

Frangois ASTORG,
Mayor of Annecy

City of Strasbourg

=

JEANNE BARSEGHIAN

Jeanne BARSEGHIAN,
Mayor of Strasbourg

MAYCOR OF STRASBOURG
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City of Bologna

City of Munich
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Emily Marion CLANCY,
Vice Mayor in charge of Housing, Climate Assemblies and Climate
Office, Night Economy, Equal Opportunities and Anti Discrimination

rely yours
L
/
ieter Reiter

Dieter REITER,
Mayor of Munich

Policies
City of Lyon Union Municipalities Valle Savio
Eltd (ARUCA PRELIDENTS
§ MIOME foMUAn VALK 3Auio
Enzo LATTUCA,
President of the Union of Valle Savio Municipalities
City of Lodz City of Ljubljana

Adam PUSTELNIK,
Deputy Mayor of Lodz

Zoran JANKOVIC,
Mayor of Ljubljana

Region of Brussels

7
£ Nawal Ben Hamou

Shcrétaire d'Etat de la Réglion de Bruxelles-Capitale
Chargée du Logement et de 'Egalité des Chances

Nawal BEN HAMOU,
Secretary of State for the Brussels-Capital Region with
responsibility for Housing and Equal Opportunities

City of Bordeaux
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Pierre HURMIC,
Mayor of Bordeaux
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The Greens / EFA

Brest Metropole

[ ah fonis

Philippe LAMBERTS and Terry REINTKE,
Co-présidents of the Greens/EFA

La (/= - Pevsent ac (no“lm/\l’)
alr |»{y_{,ﬁ/§-a\ul’ o M!—h'c;
de 4, il e BML r’fN'nf-‘iQ

Rhoca ShcHON-REGIoLN SV

Patricia SALAUN-KERHORNOU,
11th Vice-President in charge of housing, accommodation and urban

policy

City of Fontenay-sous-Bois

Jean-Philippe GAUTRAIS,
Mayor of Fontenay-sous-Bois
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